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 Harborfields Junior 
Gianna Masi, is among some 
of the few elite high school 
students who excel in a very 
special instrument close to 
her heart: the cello. 
 Every high school 
orchestra student is well aware 
of the fact that musician 
Gianna Masi is first chair cello 
here at Harborfields High 
School. What they don’t know 
is the history behind Gianna’s 
talent and her other involve-
ments that don’t revolve 
around school.
  Gianna’s natural 
love for the cello stemmed 
from her mother, a profes-
sional cello and piano player 
and teacher who gives lessons 
to students here at Harbor-
fields High school. 
 First, Gianna took 
to the piano when she was 
3 years old and realized her 
love for music. Gianna Masi 
became to dabble and take 
lessons in the cello when she 
was 8 years old. She got her 
first cello in the 3rd grade. 
Ever since then, she’s been 
quickly building her skill and 
becoming one of the best cel-
list to come from Harborfields 
high school.
  Masi is 
first chair cellist in the school’s 

orchestra and is first chair in 
the school’s more selective 
group,  the chamber orches-
tra. Masi is a member of  the 
school’s TRI-M music honor 
society. 
She has participated in NYSS-
MA every year since 
4th grade. She has been 
accepted into more selective 
music festivals based on 
NYSSMA, such as LISFA and 
SCHEMA every year since the 
5th grade. Masi has succeeded 
when it comes to NYSSMA in 
every aspect.
 Masi’s achievements 
have gotten her 
into All-State for 
orchestral studies 
this year up in 
Rochester. 
 Music 
isn’t just a passion 
Masi has during 
the school day 
or even just the 
school year. She’s 
participated in the 
LIU Post chamber 
music summer 
program for the past two 
years. Masi also is a member 
of several orchestra groups. 
 Outside of school, 
Masi is in the Long Island 
Youth Orchestra and the 
Northport Symphony Orches-

tra and Pit Orchestra for the 
school play. Gianna has won 
various awards and accolades 
for her cello playing, includ-
ing outstanding participation 
and achievement awards every 
year since the 6th grade.
 Not only does 
Gianna take weekly lessons, 
but she also gives lessons out 
of school to younger Harbor-
fields students. Masi regularly 
plays at her church service.
 Giana aspires to one 
day become a cello thera-
pist.  She imagines that 
there won’t be a day where she 

stops playing 
cello, and is 
interested 
in learning 
all of the 
rest of the 
instruments 
included in 
an orchestra. 
 It is a 
great honor 
for Har-
borfields to 
have such an 

ambitious student like Giana. 
Undoubtedly, Gianna Masi is 
a student to watch and keep 
track of throughout her music 
career.

 We are officially halfway there! On 
Friday, January 27th, second quarter officially 
came to an end! That means we actually survived 
midterms and now all we have left in terms of big, 
dreadful testing is APS/finals/regents. So, summer 
is somewhat almost here!
 With the half point mark upon us it is 
time to think about all you have accomplished so 
far and all you wish to accomplish in the next two 
quarters of the 2016-2017 school year. For some, it 
is their last year at HF and these seniors are moving 
up to better, bigger things. It is their last two quar-
ters to make a mark, to accomplish all that they 
aimed for when they entered the halls as freshman. 
   Think about all the experiences that 
you have endured so far. Think about all the people 
you’ve met, friends you’ve made, teachers you have 
grown fond of, and memories that will live with 
you for the rest of your lives. 
 Homecoming, football season, soccer 

season, pep rally, Halloween, senior butler day, 
charity volleyball tournaments, and so many more 
admired events have passed already. 
 Senior Christina Kohl states, “I’m 
thankful for HF and all the great experiences I have 
had. This community as a whole, is going to be 
hard to say goodbye to for college.” 
 So, for underclassmen, set goals. Some 
of the best advice an upperclassmen can give is 
that every year of highschool counts equally. Don’t 
throw away your freshman year because “you’re 
only a freshman.” Work hard and to your full 
potential. Figure out what you want to accomplish 
now because time literally flies by and before you 
know it you’ll be sad about leaving this place just 
like the seniors are this year! 
 You may not think it right now, but you 
will miss high school. Cherish these moments, for 
they will make up some of the best moments of 
your lives. 

Half Way There
BY Maia Noah

 This year, the Harborfields French Club is teaching French to the younger students at TJL in 
order to increase the number of students who choose to take French in middle school. French in the 
middle school is dying out as more students are choosing to take Spanish and Italian. If the number 
of students who take French continues to decrease, then the language may not be taught anymore at 
Oldfield Middle School. 
 There is not a clear reason why fewer students are choosing to take French, but Julia Spande, 
the treasurer of French Club, thinks that the reason fewer students are taking French is because “many 
kids think that learning French takes a lot of effort and that it is difficult to learn, but it’s not.” Accord-
ing to Julia Spande, learning French is easier than learning the other languages taught at Harborfields 
because French has “more cognates than Spanish and Italian.” 
 Members of the French Club think that if children are familiar with the language at a young 
age, they would be more likely to take French in middle school. Each month, the French Club is going 
to TJL to teach French to the children in the SCOPE 
program. The high schoolers in French Club teach 
basic French, like numbers and the days of the week, to 
the third, fourth, and fifth graders. They also have the 
kids play games, like bingo. These activities are meant 
to show the younger students that learning French is 
fun and will encourage them to take a French class in 
middle school.
  Members of French Club hope that these 
visits to the elementary school will help save the 
French department and make more French classes 
available in the future.

Saving the French Department
By Ava Mock

 Generation Z is best known for be-
ing on their phones, not listening when they’re 
told to do something, and having no idea what 
lies ahead of them. All three of those could be 
disputed, but none more so than the last one.
 Without a doubt, most teenagers are 
not fully prepared for the job hunting process 
that they will ultimately have to go through. 
However, that doesn’t mean that they can’t do 
their best to put themselves in the best posi-
tion to succeed. 
 Harborfields offers a Career Aware-
ness class, taught by Ms. Mathews during 
the school day. By joining this class students 
are able to better understand what will be 
required of them in the future.
 The class involves different activities, 
such as taking personality quizzes, thinking of 
ideas to start your own business, and even a 
Job Shadow Day, where students can leave the 

school and follow around someone who works 
in their area of inteest.
 Another benefit of taking Career 
Awareness is that students who take it can 
participate in internships with the CEIP or 
CO-OP programs. These internships are only 
available to students who are taking Career 
Awareness or have taken it in the past. The 
internships could be paid or unpaid.
 The class is fun, energetic, and opens 
students’ eyes to what is really waiting out 
there. Hayley Feibel, a sophomore, says, “It is 
a really fun and useful class. We know how to 
prepare for the world of work.”
 The class is fascinating, the opportu-
nities are great, and students end up learning 
a lot more about themselves than they thought 
they would. Career Awareness is a perfect class 
to take, no matter what grade you are in.

The Class That Everyone Needs to Take
By Simrah Malik
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Harborfields is evolving in many different ways. 
Different aspects of clubs and classes are evolving into 
great things. The art department has been working 
hard alongside some of harborfields best art students to 
produce an art gallery that other harborfields students 
would appreciate.
  The art teachers here at harborfields are 
working to get our art gallery updated around every 
month. Students express themselves in all different ways, 
music, dance, art, writing etc.This art gallery is going 
to display certain people's talents and show others how 
they express themselves.
 The art gallery is down the hall from all the art class-
rooms and each wall every month is a different variety of 

artwork from different grades and students. This artwork 
is a variety of photographs, drawings, and paintings. 
 Elysia Roman, junior at harborfields says,“ 
The art gallery at our school displays some amazing 
pieces of artwork and the talented kids at our school and 
their strengths.” 
 Occasionally, these art pieces that are hung 
up in the gallery are put into an art competition and 
judges come to pick the top ones. Many students from 
HF have been placed in these competitions before. This 
is due to the remarkably high talent at HF that most 
certainly deserves to be given attention. So, make sure to 
stop by and check out the artwork every month!

Harborfield’s Art Gallery
By Emily Dauth
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By Jack Blitch

2017 Spring Fashion
By Rebecca Interdonati

 The flowers are blooming, the sun is shining, and the spring fashion begins to make it’s 
grand entrance once again. And yes, it did make an entrance on the clothing racks the day after 
Christmas.
  It is such a lively feeling to be able to kick back in the sun again in your new, trendy spring 
clothes. “I can’t wait to be in the sun again and start wearing my shorts again and get a nice tan” says 
Caroline Kearney, a Sophomore at Harborfields High School.
  The “must have” apparel for this season, is off the shoulder sweaters. New York’s weather 
can often be confusing and cold in the morning, yet extremely hot in the afternoon. These sweaters 
are the perfect choice because you can stay warm but not too warm, and later on- it is just right. 
 Floral patterns are always a go-to spring option since it’s spring and they look good with 
just about anything. Whether it is a dress, tank top, pants, or shorts the floral pattern always looks 
cute and fits that spring outfit look.
  “I look forward to spring because I love wearing floral outfits. I have so many and they 
always look super cute, the pattern really goes with the season”,  says Grace Howard, a junior at 
Harborfields High School.
  Sometimes it is easy to find yourself conflicted on what to wear because of confusing 
transitional weather. An easy and stylish way to go is to take a pair of ripped jeans and pair it with 
a solid shirt. It is very simple and you can find them in your closet and really pull it off as a nice 
spring outfit. If you want to dress them up more, you can put on jewelry like necklaces, chokers, 
bracelets, etc. Easy tips like this are useful for the spring because you can turn a really simple outfit 
into something trendy. 
 Along with the spring season clothing, you can’t forget about shoes. All different types of 
sandals are in right now especially “Jack Rogers Sandals.”  They come in many different styles and 
colors and are the perfect spring accessory. “These are one of my favorite brand of sandals to wear 
and I can pair them with any spring or summer outfit”, says Toniann Rizzuto a Junior at Harbor-
fields High School. 
So, this spring season stay cool and stay trendy!

Meet Giana Masi
By Sarah Leveque

Across
2. elective designed to enhance 
understanding of words
4. least common LOTE to take
7. designer of the SAT’s

Down
1. Abbreviated as A.P
3. sport that hosts the Mally 
tournament
5. courses designed solely for fun
6. Literary Magazine

HIGH SCHOOL LIFE
BY JACK BLITCH
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 Back in the fall season of sports, the 
Harborfield’s Volleyball team made playoffs 
for the first time in years. They finished their 
regular season with a record of 7-5, qualifying 
for the first round of the post season. 
 The team participated in six tour-
naments on weekends over the course of the 
season. Two of the six tournaments were in 
upstate New York.  Sophomore Olivia Mahr 
said, “ We were very confident in our ability to 
beat our opponent. We have a  friendship and 
team bond that most other teams do not have. 
We are basically a family on and off season.” 
 Being fully 
prepared and motivated, 
Harborfields went into 
their playoff game with 
high hopes.  Playing 
Westhampton meant 
versing a better 
seed that they had never 
played before. The team 

was so nervous and anxious.    
 To win a volleyball game, you need 
to win three of the five matches, 
and Westhampton won the first three 
matches so the game was over. The seniors 
were devastated on the bus ride home. This 
was understandable because it was their last 
high school game ever. 
 The team ordered pizza for the bus 
ride home ahead of time because they thought 
they would have been victorious. When they 
got back to the school, it was tough saying 
goodbye to the season which had been going 
on everyday since the end of August. As a 

result of all the hard work the 
team had put in , they became 
so close and still have hope. 
They can’t wait to see what the 
upcoming season has to offer.

Harborfields Volleyball       
By Alexis Tewksbury

 If you’re looking for an elective to 
help you become a better public speaker and 
expose you to different opinions, debate is a 
great choice.  Debate teaches students how to 
express their ideas in a clear way, and makes 
students more comfortable when talking in 
front of an audience.  In debate, students take 
stands on important current events, such as 
the recent presidential election.    
 According to Emily Redman, “peo-
ple taking the elective can learn about new 
topics from others in the class while discussing 
their opinions and thoughts with the group.”
 Marisa Singer’s favorite part of the 
class was “the discussion about which bath-
rooms transgender people should use. This is 
because I was passionate about this topic and 
was able to  discuss my feelings and listen to 
others.”  There are also impromptu debates, 
which make you think fast and come up with 
ideas off the top of your head.  Obviously, this 
is a great brain exercise for students to help 
them become quicker thinkers.

  Elora Sherman, a past debate stu-
dent, stated that “one of the most challenging 
things was a silent debate, in which only visual 
aids could be used to make your argument.  
This forced  us  to communicate without 
talking.”
 As you can see,  Debate helps stu-
dents become more comfortable voicing their 
opinions respectfully among their peers.  This 
is an extremely impotant skill to have in daily 
life.

Debating Debate 
By Cameryn Dondero
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 Harborfields high school is an amaz-
ing place, that offers students a great amount 
of opportunities and chances to pursue what 
they want. However, one thing that our high 
school does not offer students, is the option to 
leave school during their free periods. 
         Many other high schools offer this to 
their students, so the fact that Harborfields 
falls short of this, poses a huge disadvantage 
to students. Not being able to leave the school 
during free periods can be extremely annoying 
for students who may have double, or even 
triple free periods in a row! 
       Bianca Calle, a current senior at HF states, 
“The only periods I have classes throughout 
the school day are first, fourth, seventh, and 
eighth! I don’t know what to do with myself 
throughout the majority of the school day. It’s 
really irritating.” Bianca is not the only student 
who struggles with this issue. Many students, 
especially seniors in the school, have a nu-
merous amount of free periods in the middle 
of the day and don’t know what to do with 
themselves. Many of them wish that the school 
allowed them to leave throughout the duration 
of their free periods, so they wouldn’t be bored 
with nothing to do. 
       Grace Mines, a current senior, states, “If i 
was allowed to leave the school during my free 
periods, I would come back feeling refreshed 
and rejuvenated. Instead of feeling tired when 
going into my classes in the afternoon, I would 
feel much more focused and motivated.” If stu-
dents were allowed to leave the school during 
their free periods, they 
could fully get a break from 
the everyday school pressure and environ-
ment. This could be helpful for a majority of 
students. With the opportunity to leave the 
school and have time to relax, students will be 
ready to take on the rest of their day.  
       Although being able to leave the school 
during free periods would pose many advan-

tages for students, there are definitely some 
concerns that come along with it. For example, 
many school advisors are concerned with the 
fact that, if students were able to leave the 
school during their free periods, they would 
not come back to the school to finish the rest 
of their school day. This would result in  stu-
dents missing many of their classes.
    Cami Dondero, a current senior, states, “As 
much as I would love the possibility to leave 
school during my free periods, I feel like if I 
were to, i would lose a lot of my energy and 
wouldn’t end up coming back to school. I 
also live about fifteen minutes away from the 

school, so for most of my free periods, there 
wouldn’t be a point in going home because I 
wouldn’t be able to spend a lot of time there 
before having to head back to school.” Cami’s 
statement applies to many other students as 
well. 
   Overall, by giving students the chance to 
leave school during their free periods, Harbor-
fields would be acting very generous. Students 
would have to be responsible in having this 
privilege, but they could definitely benefit 
greatly in having this opportunity to decom-
press and relax. 

Why HF Students Should be Allowed to Leave 
School During Free Periods

By Marisa Singer
Travelling is obviously fun and exciting, but how 
can kids learn from it?  Not only can travelling 
give kids experience talking to new people and 
increase their confidence, but it also separates 
kids from social media and their comfort zones.  
This teaches them how to deal with new and 
different situations and provides a completely 
diverse way of learning for students, but is it 
better or worse than 
school?
 First of 
all, kids learn about 
different cultures in 
school, but when 
kids can actually talk 
to a person from 
a different culture 
and spend time 
immersed in that 
culture, they learn in 
a more personal way.  
 Grace 
Mines said that 
“travelling shows kids 
different lifestyles 
that can’t easily 
be explained by a 
teacher in school.  To actually live with people of 
a different way of life changes the way children 
think and how they act.”
 Staying off cell phones and spending 
time away from social media is a very important 
part of travelling.  It teaches kids to live in the 
moment and pay attention to what is going on 

around them instead of being absorbed in the 
world of their cell phone (and seeing it only 
through their phone’s camera lens!  ;-).  People 
can’t really experience different places and cul-
tures if they are not paying attention and living in 
the moment.
 According to Marisa Singer, “travelling 
really provides wisdom while school provides 

knowledge.”  In 
order to be a 
well rounded 
person, it is 
important to 
travel to gain 
wisdom, which 
is not nor-
mally learned 
in school.  
Although, 
knowledge 
is important 
too, not just 
wisdom.  It 
is important 
to work hard 
and do well in 
school as well as 

having experience travelling.
 Benjamin Franklin said, “tell me and I 
forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and 
I learn.”  People definitely gain a lot of knowledge 
in school, but it is so important to be involved 
in other cultures in order to gain wisdom and 
completely understand the culture.

Does Travelling Teach Kids More than 
They Can Learn in School?

By Marisa Singer
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 On february 7th, 2017, Mr.Kantor 
(Nikki Kantor’s dad) came to Harborfields 
High School to speak and discuss with the 
SADD club, the Nikki Kantor Memorial Schol-
arship Foundation.
  If you don’t already know, Nikki 
Kantor was a Harborfields student who unfor-
tunately passed in a car crash in July of 2010. 
Nikki was a student, 17, just like we are and 
was new to having a car and driver’s license.
  It was a foggy day in the summer 
and she was driving down centerport road and 
she was distracted by something unknown that 
caused the collision. “And just like that her 
whole life was over” described Mr. Kantor. It is 
a tragic event that Mr. Kantor hopes that we as 
students can help to prevent a problem like this 
from occurring again.
  It has been 6 and a half years since 
Nikki Kantor passed. With those 6 years, 6 
scholarship awards have been given out to 6 
students under the name of Nikki. Mr.Kantor 
with the help of us, fundraises to get the moey 

for the scholarships. He sells shirts, stickers for 
a car, and more.
  He goes to various high schools and 
speaks to juniors and seniors about Nikki’s 
story and how important it is to limit distrac-
tions when driving. He warns to be very careful 
because anything can happen when you are 
behind the wheel. 
 Towards the end of the year Mr.Kan-
tor will be coming to our school to give his 
assembly. We will be selling t-shirts or  lan-
yards outside to contribute to the Nikki Kantor 
Memorial Scholarship Foundation. 
 We are very lucky to have someone 
as courageous and strong as Mr.Kantor to step 
out from a hard time and share his story and 
try to help other students. By Mr.Kantor visit-
ing, it gives students a heads up and will give 
students a lesson on how to be safe. 
 So, show your support, contribute to 
the scholarship, and always remember to take 
caution when driving. 

Nikki Kantor Memorial Scholarship Foundation
By Rebecca Interdonati
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